
•Acharya A, Weissman A, Thapa B, Chen M 
Intimate partner violence and contraceptive use among married women in Nepal. Int J Gynaecol Obstet 
2019 Sep; 146(3): 344-9. [Journal Impact Factor: 1.671]

This study examined the relationships between intimate partner violence and current contraceptive use 
and method among married women of reproductive age in Nepal. The findings suggest that women’s 
lifetime exposure to violence, particularly physical violence, is associated with tubal ligation. Although 
further research is needed to understand the causes and the decision-making power dynamics related to 
contraceptive use, the link between violence and contraceptive use should be considered when providing 
family planning options to women. 

•Angdembe MR, Rai A, Bam K, Pandey SR 
Predictors of mortality in adult people living with HIV on antiretroviral therapy in Nepal: A retrospective 
cohort study, 2004-2013. PLoS One 2019 Apr; 14(4): e0215776. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.766]

This study found that mortality rates were higher when patients began antiretroviral therapy (ART) and in 
patients with advanced stages of HIV or poor health. The authors also found higher mortalities in remote 
health centers compared with district facilities with ART centers. To reduce early mortality, the authors 
recommend improving ART services and increasing coverage with decentralization of sites to lower levels, 
including community dispensing, differentiated and improved service delivery, and rapid initiation of ART. 

•Brunie A, Callahan RL, Mackenzie A, Kibira SP, Wayack-Pambe M 
Developing acceptable contraceptive methods: Mixed-method findings on preferred method 
characteristics from Burkina Faso and Uganda. Gates Open Res 2019 Apr; 3(1205): 
(https://doi.org/10.12688/gatesopenres.12953.1). [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

Incorporating user preferences into the design of new contraceptive technologies is crucial for product 
success. This paper describes desired method characteristics among women and providers in Burkina Faso 
and Uganda. These characteristics include duration, effectiveness, side effects and method of administration. 

•Che Y, Taylor D, Luo D, Maldonado LY, Wang M, Wevill S, Vahdat H, Han X, Halpern V, Dorflinger L, 
Steiner MJ 
Cohort study to evaluate efficacy, safety and acceptability of a two-rod contraceptive implant during 
third, fourth and fifth year of product use in China. Contraception: X 2019 May; epub ahead of print. 
[Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

This supportive study evaluating the contraceptive efficacy of Sino-implant (II) in women shows the 
product to be highly effective over five years. The World Health Organization prequalified Sino-implant (II), 
now marketed globally as Levoplant, as a three-year contraceptive method in June 2017, resulting in the 
distribution of more than one million units in the following year.

•Davis DA, Morales GJ, Ridgeway K, Mendizabal M, Lanham M, Dayton R, Cooke J, Santi K, Evens E
The health impacts of violence perpetrated by police, military and other public security forces on gay, 
bisexual and other men who have sex with men in El Salvador. Cult Health Sex 2019 Apr; epub ahead of 
print. [Journal Impact Factor: 1.742]

This study explores violence perpetrated against Salvadoran men who have sex with men by public security 
forces — police officers, soldiers and prison guards — and its impact on health. The authors recommend that 
programs provide mental health services for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) victims 
of violence; educate public security forces on the rights of Salvadorans; and expand LGBTI-inclusive policies 
to all public security forces. 

•Eshleman SH, Laeyendecker O, Kammers K, Chen A, Sivay MV, Kottapalli S, Sie BM, Yuan T, Monaco DR, 
Mohan D, Wansley D, Kula T, Morrison C, Elledge SJ, Brookmeyer R, Ruczinski I, Larman HB 
Comprehensive profiling of HIV antibody evolution. Cell Rep 2019 Apr; 27(5): 1422-33.e4. [Journal 
Impact Factor: 8.032]

This study evaluates HIV antibody responses and their evolution during the course of HIV infection. The data 
are used to design a prototype four-peptide ‘‘serosignature’’ to predict duration of HIV infection and can be 
used to identify recent HIV infections for the purpose of developing prevention interventions. 

•Evidence for Contraceptive Options and HIV Outcomes (ECHO) Trial Consortium [FHI 360 staff: 
Tim Mastro, Charlie Morrison, Kavita Nanda, Kathleen Shears, Doug Taylor, Julia Welch]
HIV incidence among women using intramuscular depot medroxyprogesterone acetate, a copper 
intrauterine device, or a levonorgestrel implant for contraception: A randomised, multicentre, open-label trial.
Lancet 2019 Jul; 394(10195): 303-13. [Journal Impact Factor: 53.254]

The ECHO trial, a randomized clinical trial, was developed to address a long-standing question about the 
possible association of hormonal contraceptives with increased HIV acquisition risk. This article presents 
the data from research sites in Eswatini, Kenya, South Africa and Zambia. The results indicate there were no 
substantial differences in HIV incidence associated with use of three licensed contraceptive methods and 
supports continued and expanded access to these methods. 

•Godwin CL, Wohl DA, Fischer WA 2nd, Singh K, Hawks DA, Devore EE, Brown J 
Reproductive health sequelae among women who survived Ebola virus disease in Liberia. Int J Gynaecol 
Obstet 2019 Aug; 146(2): 2012-7. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.072]

This study found high rates of pregnancy failure and irregular menstruation among Liberian survivors of 
Ebola virus disease. These findings highlight the substantial long-term impact of Ebola among female 
survivors after acute infection. Additional research is needed to identify the mechanisms by which the virus 
causes these complications and the unique ways in which it affects women. 

• Juszczak E, Altman DG, Hopewell S, Schulz K
Reporting of multi-arm parallel-group randomized trials: Extension of the CONSORT 2010 Statement.
JAMA 2019 Apr; 321(16): 1610-20. [Journal Impact Factor: 47.661]

The Consolidated Standards of Reporting Trials (CONSORT) 2010 Statement improves the reporting 
of randomized trials but focuses on two-arm trials. This paper presents an extension to the statement 
that addresses what should be reported if a trial uses a parallel-group design with three or more groups 
(multiarm). The extension facilitates transparent reporting that make results more useful for clinicians, 
journal editors, reviewers, guideline authors and funders. 

•Keyes EB, Parker C, Zissette S, Bailey PE, Augusto O 
Geographic access to emergency obstetric services: A model incorporating patient bypassing using data 
from Mozambique. BMJ Glob Health 2019 Jun; 4(Suppl 5): e000772. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

This paper adapted the existing methodology of modeling geographic access to incorporate facility 
characteristics that are known to influence women’s care-seeking choices for emergency obstetric services. 
The authors applied this methodology to model scenarios for improving emergency access in Mozambique. 
The models can help decision-makers plan future interventions because they are more accurate estimates 
on access and the impact that specific improvements may have.

•Kim SS, Nguyen PH, Yohannes Y, Abebe Y, Tharaney M, Drummond E, Frongillo EA, Ruel MT, Menon P 
Behavior change interventions delivered through interpersonal communication, agricultural activities, 
community mobilization, and mass media increase complementary feeding practices and reduce child stunting 
in Ethiopia. J Nutr 2019 Aug; 149(8): 1470-81. [Journal Impact Factor: 4.398]

This randomized control trial evaluated the association between changes in young child feeding practices 
and exposing mothers with children under the age of 2 to (1) counseling by frontline workers in the health 
and agriculture sector; (2) community mobilization; and (3) mass media activities. The findings show 
that, in the Amhara region of Ethiopia, using an integrated, multicomponent social and behavioral change 
approach can have a significant impact on improving complementary feeding practices and on reducing the 
prevalence of stunting. 

• Lebetkin E, Gao X, Taylor D, Maldonado LY, Saad A, Steiner MJ, Dorflinger LJ, Nanda K, Mastro TD
Planning for outcomes (P4O) modeling tool: Estimating the impact of changing the proportion of 
injectable progestins in the contraceptive method mix. Glob Health Sci Pract 2019 Jun; 7(2): 317-28. 
[Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

This paper presents an interactive deterministic modeling tool that allows users to estimate the impact on 
HIV and maternal and child health outcomes when changing the proportion of injectable progestins in the 
contraceptive method mix. Along with considering women’s individual choices, policymakers and program 
planners may use country-specific results to inform programming and policy decisions. 

• Lee JY, Page K, Stein E, Evans JL, Sokunny M, Maly P, Sophal C, Ngak S, Maher L, Carrico AW 
Who’s that SMARTgirl? Reaching Cambodian female entertainment and sex workers with HIV prevention 
services. AIDS Behav 2019 Jun; epub ahead of print. [Journal Impact Factor: 3.017]

In Cambodia, SMARTgirl is the national social marketing program for HIV prevention for women engaged in 
sex and entertainment work. The authors used the Behavioral Model of Vulnerable Populations to analyze 
women’s level of engagement with SMARTgirl programs. The data showed high risk behaviors with a 
decreased association with SMARTgirl. The authors suggest that delivery of HIV prevention services through 
the SMARTgirl program is needed to reach this population.

•Mack N, Crawford TJ, Guise JM, Chen M, Grey TW, Feldblum PJ, Stockton LL, Gallo MF 
Strategies to improve adherence and continuation of shorter-term hormonal methods of contraception 
(review). Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2019 Apr; (4): CD004317, 74 p. [Journal Impact Factor: 6.754]

This review found that there is some evidence that both intensive counseling and reminders (provided with 
or without educational information) may improve continuation of shorter-term hormonal contraception, 
compared with usual family planning care. 

•Nalukwago J, Crutzen R, van den Borne B, Bukuluki PM, Bufumbo L, Burke HM, Field S, Zikusooka A,
Fiedler AA, Alaii J 
Gender norms associated with adolescent sexual behaviours in Uganda. Int Soc Sci J 2019 May; epub ahead 
of print. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

This study used the Gender Equitable Men (GEM) scale to explore gender norms and sexual reproductive 
health behaviors among adolescent girls and boys ages 15 to 19 in Uganda. The findings indicate that 
adolescents were in agreement with the gender-inequitable norms explored. The girls and boys were also 
in agreement that it is a woman’s responsibility to avoid pregnancy and that women who carry condoms are 
“cheap.” These findings suggest the need for adolescent-targeted health education and champions of change 
among the stakeholders who create the environment where attitudes and worldviews are formed. 

•Okegbe T, Affo J, Djihoun F, Zannou A, Hounyo O, Ahounou G, Bangbola KA, Harris N 
Introduction of community-based provision of subcutaneous depot medroxyprogesterone acetate (DMPA-SC) 
in Benin: Programmatic results. Glob Health Sci Pract 2019 Jun; 7(2): 228-39. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

This paper assessed data on community-based and facility-based service collected during the first 
13 months of a subcutaneous depot medroxyprogesterone acetate (DMPA-SC) introduction program in 
Benin. The findings show that community-based DMPA-SC was popular, particularly among new users of 
contraception. The authors provide guidance for countries to introduce or expand DMPA-SC. 

•Stankevitz K, Schwartz K, Hoke T, Li Y, Lanham M, Mahaka I, Mullick S 
Reaching at-risk women for PrEP delivery: What can we learn from clinical trials in sub-Saharan Africa.
PLoS One 2019 Jun; 14(6): e0218556. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.766]

This descriptive qualitative study explored strategies used to reach at-risk women in clinical trials that test 
pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP). Findings indicate that programs should use a combination of recruitment 
approaches tailored to the needs of the community. Informants also suggested that communication strategies 
promote PrEP as a tool to empower women to protect themselves and that fear-based messages about 
disease and risk should be avoided. 

•Steiner MJ, Brache V, Taylor D, Callahan R, Halpern V, Jorge A, Wevill S, Sergison J, 
Venkatasubramanian L, Dorflinger L
Randomized trial to evaluate contraceptive efficacy, safety and acceptability of a two-rod contraceptive 
implant over 4 years in the Dominican Republic. Contraception: X 2019; 1: 100006. [Journal Impact 
Factor: n/a]

This Sino-implant (II) pivotal clinical trial in the Dominican Republic collected safety and efficacy data for 
World Health Organization (WHO) prequalification, a quality standard allowing global donors to procure a 
pharmaceutical product. Based on data from this trial, WHO prequalified Sino-implant (II), marketed globally as 
Levoplant, as a three-year contraceptive method in June 2017, resulting in the distribution of more than one 
million units in the following year. 

•Thapa R, Bam K, Tiwari P, Sinha TK, Dahal S 
Implementing federalism in the health system of Nepal: Opportunities and challenges. Int J Health Policy 
Manag 2019 Apr; 8(4): 195-8. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

Nepal is in the early stages of creating a three-level federal government system that can create challenges, 
especially in the health system. A major challenge is ensuring uninterrupted supplies of medical commodities 
and services, which could involve scaling up local facilities to manage procurement, logistics and human 
resource. This paper documents the progress and challenges to date and potential ways forward. 

•Thompson GH, Moret W 
Building a theory of change for community development and HIV programming: The impact of social capital, 
stigma reduction and community-level changes on HIV-related health outcomes for orphans and vulnerable 
households in Mozambique. Community Dev 2019; 50(3): 332-51. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

This study generated a theory of change model for an orphans and vulnerable children program in 
Mozambique that explains the systemic ways the multicomponent program enhanced child-, household- and 
community-level resilience. This paper provides a framework for retroactively developing theories of change 
and identified multiple ways for strengthening resilience in these households.
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