
•Bailey PE, Awoonor-Williams JK, Lebrun V, Keyes E, Chen M, Aboagye P, Singh K 
Referral patterns through the lens of health facility readiness to manage obstetric complications: National 
facility-based results from Ghana. Reprod Health 2019 Feb; 16: 19. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.014]

Emergency referral for major obstetric complications is a strategy to improve timely access to lifesaving 
services. The authors analyzed national health facility data in Ghana and found that district hospitals play 
a prominent role treating obstetric emergencies despite many not meeting national criteria for readiness. 
The authors state that understanding patterns to treat and refer complications aids decision-makers in 
remedying system gaps, thus preventing maternal and newborn deaths. 

•Bauermeister JA, Golinkoff JM, Carballo-Diéguez A, Giguere R, López D, Hoesley CJ, Chen BA, 
Anderson P, Dezzutti CS, Strizki J, Sprinkle C, Heard F, Hall W, Jacobson C, Berthiaume J, Mayo A,
Richardson BA, Piper J, Microbicide Trials Network 027 study team 
A mixed-methods study examining adherence to and acceptability of intravaginal rings for HIV prevention: 
Behavioral results of MTN-027. AIDS Behav 2019 Mar; epub ahead of print. [Journal Impact Factor: 3.017]

The authors found high adherence and acceptability to intravaginal rings containing antiretroviral drugs, 
indicating women’s desire and willingness to use this promising female-controlled HIV prevention method. 
The article examines issues to address during a potential rollout that include strategies to support women’s 
use of an intravaginal ring during menses and how to negotiate use with sexual partners. 

•Begin F, Lapping K, Clark D, Taqi I, Rudert C, Mathisen R, Stathopoulos Z
Real-time evaluation can inform global and regional efforts to improve breastfeeding policies and 
programmes. Matern Child Nutr 2019 Feb; 15(Suppl 2): e12774. [Journal Impact Factor: 3.233]

This commentary reiterates methods of advocacy for policy change on breastfeeding policies and programs 
in Southeast Asian countries. The authors suggest that employing a real-time evaluation can build evidence 
on effective strategies and the resulting effects of advocacy initiatives.

•Burke HM, Chen M, Buluzi M, Fuchs R, Wevill S, Venkatasubramanian L, Dal Santo L, Ngwira B 
Factors affecting continued use of subcutaneous depot medroxyprogesterone acetate (DMPA-SC): 
A secondary analysis of a 1-year randomized trial in Malawi. Glob Health Sci Pract 2019 Mar; 7(1): 54-65. 
[Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

This paper assessed supply and demand factors that influence the use of subcutaneous depot 
medroxyprogesterone acetate (DMPA-SC). The data show that continuation did not seem to be influenced 
by women's sociodemographic characteristics or the type of provider that trained the client to self-inject, 
whether clinic-based provider or community health worker. The results show that public-sector community 
health workers in low-resource settings can safely and effectively provide DMPA-SC and train women to 
self-inject the method. 

•Cohn DA, Kelly MP, Bhandari K, Zoerhoff KL, Batcho WE, Drabo F, Negussu N, Marfo B, Goepogui A, 
Lemoine JF, Ganefa S, Massangaie M, Rimal P, Gnandou I, Anagbogu IN, Ndiaye M, Bah YM, Mwingira UJ, 
Awoussi MS, Tukahebwa EM, Stelmach RD, Mingkwan PC, Pou B, Koroma JB, Rotondo LA, Kraemer JD, 
Baker MC 
Gender equity in mass drug administration for neglected tropical diseases: Data from 16 countries. Int Health 
2019 Mar; epub ahead of print. [Journal Impact Factor: 1.797]

This study assessed gender equity in mass drug administration for neglected tropical diseases (NTDs). 
The research findings indicate that reporting of gender-disaggregated data in NTD programs is feasible and 
achievable, and that NTD programs have consistently achieved at least equal levels of treatment coverage 
for women as for men. Achieving disease elimination will require a better understanding of gendered 
barriers to coverage. 

•Eley NT, Namey E, McKenna K, Johnson AC, Guest G
Beyond the individual: Social and cultural influences on the health-seeking behaviors of African American 
men. Am J Mens Health 2019 Jan-Feb; 13(1): 11p. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.306]

Current evidence suggests that social factors affect African American men’s health-seeking behaviors, 
yet little is known about the influence of specific social agents. This paper identifies the types and means 
of social influence exerted by family, peers and culture and suggests related points for sociocultural 
interventions for the health promotion of African American men. 

•Escobar-Alegria JL, Frongillo EA, Blake CE 
Sustainability of food and nutrition security policy during presidential transitions. Food Policy 2019 Feb; 83: 
195-203. [Journal Impact Factor: 3.111]

Democratic governments experience administrative transitions that can enhance or impede sustainability 
of food and nutrition security policies. This research revealed 12 forces that enhanced and 12 forces that 
inhibited sustainability. The authors found that how these forces affected sustainability depended on how 
groups in the Guatemalan National Food and Nutrition Security System responded to events during the 
transition, especially the work of civil society, governmental and international agencies.

•Evens E, Lanham M, Santi K, Cooke J, Ridgeway K, Morales G, Parker C, Brennan C, de Bruin M, 
Desrosiers PC, Diaz X, Drago M, McLean R, Mendizabal M, Davis D, Hershow RB, Dayton R
Experiences of gender-based violence among female sex workers, men who have sex with men, and 
transgender women in Latin America and the Caribbean: A qualitative study to inform HIV programming.
BMC Int Health Hum Rights 2019 Mar; 19(1): 9. [Journal Impact Factor: 1.762]

Key populations — female sex workers, men who have sex with men and transgender women — 
are disproportionally affected by gender-based violence and HIV. This paper provides data on the nature, 
location, perpetrators and consequences of gender-based violence and its perceived effect on HIV risk. 
Results are being used to inform HIV policies and programming. 

• Frongillo EA, Nguyen PH, Sanghvi T, Mahmud Z, Aktar B, Alayon S, Menon P 
Nutrition interventions integrated into an existing maternal, neonatal, and child health program reduce food 
insecurity among recently delivered and pregnant women in Bangladesh. J Nutr 2019 Jan; 149(1): 159-166. 
[Journal Impact Factor: 4.398]

The authors tested if participating in antenatal care nutrition interventions reduced household food 
insecurity. The authors found household food security was improved when husbands of pregnant women 
were provided information about adequate and appropriate foods. The findings indicate that families 
will allocate more household resources to food when a compelling rationale is delivered by respected 
health workers. 

• Lillie TA, Persaud NE, DiCarlo MC, Gashobotse D, Kamali DR, Cheron M, Nishimoto L, Akolo C, 
Mahler HR, Au MC, Wolf RC 
Reaching the unreached: Performance of an enhanced peer outreach approach to identify new HIV cases 
among female sex workers and men who have sex with men in HIV programs in West and Central Africa.
PLoS One 2019 Apr; 14(4): e0213743. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.766]

These findings indicate that using an enhanced peer outreach approach increased diagnosing new HIV cases 
compared with standard outreach for female sex workers and men who have sex with men in three west 
and central African countries. The authors suggest this approach could be one innovative strategy to bring 
programs closer to achieving the UNAIDS 90-90-90 goals. 

•Mandala J, Kasonde P, Badru T, Dirks R, Torpey K
HIV retesting of HIV-negative pregnant women in the context of prevention of mother-to-child transmission 
of HIV in primary health centers in rural Zambia: What did we learn? J Int Assoc Provid AIDS Care 2019 Jan; 
18: 6 p. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]

This observational study describes retesting pregnant women who previously tested HIV-negative in
prevention of mother-to-child transmission services in Zambia. The authors recommend studying effective 
approaches to minimize the risk of HIV vertical transmission in women who seroconvert during pregnancy. 

•Michaud-Letourneau I, Gayard M, Mathisen R, Phan LT, Weissman A, Pelletier DL 
Enhancing governance and strengthening advocacy for policy change of large Collective Impact initiatives.
Matern Child Nutr 2019 Feb; 15(Suppl 2): e12728. [Journal Impact Factor: 3.233]

Ensuring effective governance of global partnerships and multisectoral initiatives that address nutrition 
is instrumental for achieving large-scale impact. A collective impact approach can guide and evaluate the 
governance of these initiatives and their efforts to reach better nutrition outcomes. This paper offers insights 
for strengthening advocacy for policy change through collective impact. 

•Naser AM, Doza S, Rahman M, Ahmed KM, Gazi MS, Alam GR, Karim MR, Khan GK, Uddin MN, Mahmud MI, 
Ercumen A, Rosenbaum J, Annis J, Luby SP, Unicomb L, Clasen TF 
Sand barriers around latrine pits reduce fecal bacterial leaching into shallow groundwater: A randomized 
controlled trial in coastal Bangladesh. Environ Sci Technol 2019 Feb; 53(4): 2105-13. [Journal Impact Factor: 
6.653]

Pit latrines are a common disposal system for feces in low-income countries, but there are concerns of 
leaching into groundwater used for drinking. The authors evaluated the effectiveness of a sand barrier around 
pit latrines to reduce fecal contamination. The data indicates that a sand barrier can modestly reduce the risk.

•Nguyen G, Costenbader E, Plourde KF, Kerner B, Igras S 
Scaling-up normative change interventions for adolescent and youth reproductive health: An examination of 
the evidence. J Adolesc Health 2019 Apr; 64(4 Suppl): s16-30. [Journal Impact Factor: 4.098]

This analysis of peer-reviewed and gray literature describing 42 adolescent and youth reproductive health 
interventions from 2000 to 2017 highlights the factors that facilitated or inhibited scale-up in low- and 
middle-income countries. The results demonstrate that scaling up multifaceted normative change 
interventions is possible but not well documented. The global adolescent and youth reproductive health 
community should prioritize documentation of scale-up processes and measurement to build evidence and 
inform future programming.  

•Okronipa H, Arimond M, Young RR, Arnold CD, Adu-Afarwuah S, Tamakloe SM, Bentil HJ, Ocansey ME, 
Kumordzie SM, Oaks BM, Dewey KG 
Exposure to a slightly sweet lipid-based nutrient supplement during early life does not increase the preference 
for or consumption of sweet foods and beverages by 4-6-y-old Ghanaian preschool children: Follow-up of a 
randomized controlled trial. J Nutr 2019 Mar; 149(3): 532-41. [Journal Impact Factor: 4.398]

The study examined the long-term impact of early exposure to slightly sweet lipid-based nutrient supplement 
on the preference for sweet foods and beverages later in childhood. The data show that children exposed 
to lipid-based nutrient supplement did not have an increased preference for sweet foods and beverages. 
The authors suggest that more research is needed to examine whether this finding holds true in populations 
with a lower level of exposure to other sweet foods and beverages during infancy and preschool years.

•Page K, Carrico AW, Stein E, Evans J, Sokunny M, Maly P, Sophal C, Neak Y, Ngak S, McCulloch C, 
Maher L 
Cluster randomized stepped-wedge trial of a multi-level HIV prevention intervention to decrease 
amphetamine-type stimulants and sexual risk in Cambodian female entertainment and sex workers.
Drug Alcohol Depend 2019 Mar; 196: 21–30. [Journal Impact Factor: 3.322]

The authors examined the impact of combined interventions in Cambodian female entertainment and sex 
workers. The research indicates that the sequentially delivered interventions of a conditional cash transfer, 
a cognitive-behavioral education session and a small loan help Cambodian female sex workers reduce their 
risk of HIV infection, stop using drugs and improve their economic status. Feasibility studies are needed to 
inform the scale-up and improve durability of this comprehensive approach.

• Seekaew P, Nguyen E, Sungsing T, Jantarapakde J, Pengnonyang S, Trachunthong D, 
Mingkwanrungruang P, Sirisakyot W, Phiayura P, Panpet P, Meekrua P, Praweprai N, Suwan F, Sangtong S, 
Brutrat P, Wongsri T, Nakorn PR, Mills S, Avery M, Vannakit R, Phanuphak P, Phanuphak N 
Correlates of nonadherence to key population-led HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis services among Thai men 
who have sex with men and transgender women. BMC Public Health 2019 Mar; 19(1): 328. [Journal Impact 
Factor: 2.420]

Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) is a critical component of a comprehensive HIV prevention package for 
men who have sex with men and transgender women. This study examined the factors and characteristics 
related to nonadherence and loss to follow-up in these groups to improve appropriate PrEP use. The findings 
suggest that urgent, innovative strategies for PrEP adherence and retention support are needed, especially for 
sub-populations such as younger users, transgender women and new clients. 

•Tremelling J, All A, Lleras L, Cancel A, Jenkins D, Pina C, Goldstein D, Broxton C, Hamel S
Poor quality male latex condoms found in Dominican Republic: Quality assurance evaluation and public health 
impact. PLoS One 2019 Jan; 14(1): e0210150. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.766]

Male latex condoms are critical for sexually transmitted infection (STI) prevention and family planning. 
This study investigated the quality of multiple condom brands available in the Dominican Republic. The data 
show that several brands had a range of product quality defects that could increase the risk to users for STIs 
or unwanted pregnancies. This research emphasizes the need for continued vigilance to increase regulatory 
and market surveillance efforts that protect public health interests.

• van der Straten A, Browne EN, Shapley-Quinn MK, Brown ER, Reddy K, Scheckter R, Soto-Torres L, 
Palanee-Phillips T, Baeten JM, Mensch B, MTN-020/ASPIRE study team 
First impressions matter: How initial worries influence adherence to the dapivirine vaginal ring. J Acquir 
Immune Defic Syndr 2019 Feb; epub ahead of print. [Journal Impact Factor: 4.116]

Using data from a dapivirine vaginal ring effectiveness trial in sub-Saharan Africa, this paper assessed how 
participant worries about ring use changed over time and impacted product adherence. Patient worries were 
common at enrollment but largely resolved over time and with more practice using the ring. The authors 
suggest that early interventions can effectively address product-use worries to support higher adherence. 

•Yirdaw KD, Teklu AM, Mamuye AT, Zewdu S 
Breakthrough tuberculosis disease among people with HIV - should we be worried? A retrospective 
longitudinal study. PLoS One 2019 Feb; 14(2): e0211688. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.766]

This paper measured the level of breakthrough tuberculosis (TB) among people with HIV who were taking 
a standard of care treatment, isoniazid preventive therapy. The authors found that breakthrough TB was 
uncommon in this group and recommend starting preventive TB treatment while HIV patients are at 
higher CD4 counts. 
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