
 ͠Azam K, Cadir N, Madeira C, Gillespie SH, Sabiiti W 
OMNIgene.SPUTUM suppresses contaminants while maintaining Mycobacterium tuberculosis viability 
and obviates cold-chain transport. ERJ Open Res 2018 Feb; 4(1): 00074-2017. [Journal Impact 
Factor: n/a]
According to current World Health Organization recommendations, tuberculosis samples should 
be transported under cold-chain conditions (2-8°C) and processed within 24-48 hours, which is an 
unrealistic situation in most of the health facilities in Mozambique. This paper evaluates OMNIgene.
SPUTUM, a new tool that maintains the quality of samples without cold-chain transport. 

 ͠Balán IC, Giguere R, Brown W III, Carballo-Diéguez A, Horn S, Hendrix CW, Marzinke MA, Ayudhya RP, 
Patterson K, Piper JM, McGowan I, Lama JR, Cranston RD, MTN-017 protocol team 
Brief participant-centered convergence interviews integrate self-reports, product returns, and 
pharmacokinetic results to improve adherence measurement in MTN-017. AIDS Behav 2018 Mar; 
22(3): 986-95. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.916]
Studies of HIV prevention products face challenges with adherence and adherence reporting. This 
paper presents the convergence interviews that were developed and implemented during the 
Microbicide Trials Network (MTN) 017 study. The authors demonstrated that brief convergence 
interviews and pharmacokinetic data convergence interviews were feasible in adherence counseling 
sessions and, in general, participants would clarify with the counselors any discrepancies between 
adherence measures. 

 ͠Burke HM, Chen M, Buluzi M, Fuchs R, Wevill S, Venkatasubramanian L, Dal Santo L, Ngwira B 
Effect of self-administration versus provider-administered injection of subcutaneous depot 
medroxyprogesterone acetate on continuation rates in Malawi: A randomised controlled trial. 
Lancet Glob Health 2018 May; 6(5): e568-78. [Journal Impact Factor: 17.686]
The authors found that women who self-administered subcutaneous depot medroxyprogesterone 
acetate (DMPA-SC) led to a more than 50 percent increase in pregnancy protection through 12 
months compared with provider-administered injection. The findings demonstrate that self-injection 
can address the stubborn problem of early contraceptive discontinuation and that community health 
workers can safely train women to self-inject. Malawi plans to introduce DMPA-SC self-injection based 
on these positive findings. 

 ͠Chinedum OK, Ifeanyi OE, Emmanuel A, Ndidiamaka EI, Stella EI 
A review on tuberculosis in human immunodeficiency virus infection. Int J Curr Res Med Sci 2018; 
4(1): 51-80. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]
Tuberculosis (TB) is the most common opportunistic infection and the leading cause of death among 
people living with HIV and AIDS. The paper reviews the activating effects of TB in HIV infection. 
The authors found that both the immunologic and virologic evidence show that patients’ immune 
responses to TB enhance HIV replication and might also enhance progression of HIV infection. 

 ͠Debrah O, Mensah EO, Senyonjo L, de Souza DK, Hervie TE, Agyemang D, Bakajika D, Marfo B, 
Ahorsu F, Wanye S, Bailey R, Koroma JB, Aboe A, Biritwum NK 
Elimination of trachoma as a public health problem in Ghana: Providing evidence through a 
pre-validation survey. PLoS Negl Trop Dis 2017 Dec; 11(12): e0006099. [Journal Impact Factor: 3.834]
This article presents results from the survey to validate the elimination of trachoma in Ghana. The 
elimination criteria for active trachoma infection and trichiasis have been achieved in all but one 
district – Yendi – where trichiasis criteria were not met. The authors state that Ghana has nearly 
eliminated trachoma as a public health problem. Following an evaluation of Yendi, a dossier will be 
submitted to the World Health Organization to validate Ghana as having eliminated trachoma as a 
public health problem.

 ͠Denison JA, Packer C, Stalter RM, Banda H, Mercer S, Nyambe N, Katayamoyo P, Mwansa JK, 
McCarraher DR 
Factors related to incomplete adherence to antiretroviral therapy among adolescents attending 
three HIV clinics in the Copperbelt, Zambia. AIDS Behav 2018 Mar; 22(3): 996-1005. [Journal Impact 
Factor: 2.916]
The authors assessed antiretroviral adherence among adolescents in Ndola, Zambia, using two 
measures: 48-hour treatment gap in prior three months and pharmacy medication possession ratio in 
prior six months. The findings support strengthening adolescents’ HIV management skills related to 
alcohol use, family engagement and the challenges adolescents face when transitioning to adulthood, 
especially when they are no longer in school. 

 ͠DeSilva MB, Penwill N, Sabin L, Gifford AL, Li Z, Fujie Z, Weiwei M, Yongzhen L, Hongyan L, Xuemei Z, 
Barnoon Y, Gill CJ, Bonawitz R 
We don’t dare to tell her ... we don’t know where to begin: Disclosure experiences and challenges 
among adolescents living with HIV and their caregivers in China. Int J Pediatr Adolesc Med 2018 Mar; 
5(1): 5-12. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]
The research findings indicate that disclosure to HIV-positive adolescents in China was delayed 
compared with recommended guidelines. This paper suggests culturally appropriate disclosure 
strategies should be developed, with a focus on supporting caregivers and destigmatizing HIV.  The 
potential to use peer support strategies for both caregivers and adolescents in this process might also 
be explored. 

 ͠ Inzaule SC, Osi SJ, Akinbiyi G, Emeka A, Khamofu H, Mpazanje R, Ilesanmi O, Ndembi N, Odafe S, 
Sigaloff KC, Rinke de Wit TF, Akanmu S 
High prevalence of HIV drug resistance among newly diagnosed infants aged <18 months: 
Results from a nationwide surveillance in Nigeria. J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr 2018 Jan; 77(1): e1-7. 
[Journal Impact Factor: 3.935]
The study found a high prevalence of pretreatment HIV drug resistance, predominantly nonnucleoside 
reverse transcriptase inhibitor-based regimen (NNRTI) associated, among HIV-infected children (less 
than 18 months) in Nigeria. The findings support using a non-NNRTI regimen in children less than 3 
years of age as a preferred first-line antiretroviral treatment regimen, as recommended by the World 
Health Organization. Child-friendly, fixed-dose, combination co-formulated drugs need to be widely 
available in the country. 

 ͠Kim C, Wilcher R, Petruney T, Krueger K, Wynne L, Zan T 
A research utilisation framework for informing global health and development policies and 
programmes. Health Res Policy Syst 2018 Feb; 16(1): 9. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.271]
This paper describes a simple, four-phase framework to guide global health and development 
efforts that seek to apply evidence to policies and programs. Application of this framework offers 
the potential to improve policy and programs by increasing the likelihood that research results 
will be relevant, well-documented, easily communicated and understood, scalable and built upon 
existing systems. 

 ͠Klein K, Nickel G, Nankya I, Kyeyune F, Demers K, Ndashimye E, Kwok C, Chen PL, Rwambuya S, 
Poon A, Munjoma M, Chipato T, Byamugisha J, Mugyenyi P, Salata RA, Morrison CS, Arts EJ 
Higher sequence diversity in the vaginal tract than in blood at early HIV-1 infection. PLoS Pathog 2018 
Jan; 14(1): e1006754. [Journal Impact Factor: 6.608]
This analysis of early mucosal infections in women revealed high HIV-1 viral diversity in the vaginal 
tract but few transmitted clones in the blood. This provides novel in vivo evidence for a mucosal 
sieve effect, leading to the establishment of a homogenous systemic infection. The data will have 
significant implications in rational vaccine design.

 ͠ L’Engle K, Sefa E, Adimazoya EA, Yartey E, Lenzi R, Tarpo C, Heward-Mills NL, Lew K, Ampeh Y 
Survey research with a random digit dial national mobile phone sample in Ghana: Methods and sample 
quality. PLoS One 2018 Jan; 13(1): e0190902. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.806]
Generating a nationally representative sample in low- and middle-income countries typically requires 
resource-intensive household door-to-door data collection. This paper presents use of an innovative random 
digit dial, interactive voice response national mobile phone survey in Ghana to yield a national-level random 
sample in relatively short time. Response rates were comparable to other surveys and offers promise for 
future data collection in developing countries such as Ghana.

 ͠Mitchell KM, Dimitrov D, Hughes JP, Xia F, Donnell D, Amico KR, Bokoch K, Chitwarakorn A, Bekker LG, 
Holtz TH, Mannheimer S, Grant RM, Boily MC 
In what circumstances could nondaily preexposure prophylaxis for HIV substantially reduce program costs? 
AIDS 2018 Mar; 32(6): 809-18. [Journal Impact Factor: 5.003]
Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) rollout can be hampered by concerns about expense and cost-effectiveness. 
This paper looked to determine for which populations and patterns of sexual behavior non-daily oral PrEP 
would substantially reduce the overall costs of PrEP delivery programs, compared with daily regimens, if 
each regimen was used exactly as prescribed. Nondaily oral PrEP could lower costs substantially, compared 
with daily PrEP, particularly in high-income countries. Adherence and efficacy data are needed to determine 
cost-effectiveness. 

 ͠Ridgeway K, Dulli LS, Murray KR, Silverstein H, Dal Santo L, Olsen P, Darrow de Mora D, McCarraher DR 
Interventions to improve antiretroviral therapy adherence among adolescents in low- and middle-income 
countries: A systematic review of the literature. PLoS One 2018 Jan; 13(1): e0189770. [Journal Impact 
Factor: 2.806]
Findings from this systematic literature review indicate that current evidence on strategies to improve 
adherence to antiretroviral therapy among adolescents is both sparse and lacking in quality. Further, 
no intervention strategies targeting adults stood out strongly as warranting adaptation and testing for 
adolescents. Task shifting and community-based adherence support were the most promising strategies that 
could be adapted to target adolescents. 

 ͠Shelus V, Taylor J, Greene E, Stanton J, Pack A, Tolley EE, Branson BM, El-Sadr WM, Pollydore J, 
Gamble T 
It’s all in the timing: Acceptability of a financial incentive intervention for linkage to HIV care in the 
HPTN 065 (TLC-Plus) study. PLoS One 2018 Feb; 13(2): e0191638. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.806]
This qualitative research was conducted with participants and implementers of a financial incentive 
intervention to link newly diagnosed HIV-infected patients into HIV care. The authors state that patients and 
providers found the financial incentives to be favorable overall, but implementation challenges suggest that 
future similar interventions for linkage-to-care should consider optimal timing and presentation of financial 
incentives, how to overcome negative attitudes toward incentives and how to integrate incentives into 
existing linkage programs. 

 ͠ Simmons KB, Haddad LB, Nanda K, Curtis KM 
Drug interactions between non-rifamycin antibiotics and hormonal contraception: A systematic review. 
Am J Obstet Gynecol 2018 Jan; 218(1): 88-97.e14. [Journal Impact Factor: 5.574]
This study reviewed whether interactions between non-rifamycin antibiotics and hormonal contraceptives 
result in decreased effectiveness or increased toxicity of either therapy. The authors found that evidence 
from clinical and pharmacokinetic outcomes studies does not support the existence of drug interactions 
between hormonal contraception and non-rifamycin antibiotics and state that most women can expect no 
reduction in hormonal contraceptive effect with the concurrent use of non-rifamycin antibiotics.

 ͠ Skums P, Zelikovsky A, Singh R, Gussler W, Dimitrova Z, Knyazev S, Mandric I, Ramachandran S, Campo D, 
Jha D, Bunimovich L, Costenbader E, Sexton C, O’Connor S, Xia GL, Khudyakov Y 
QUENTIN: Reconstruction of disease transmissions from viral quasispecies genomic data. 
Bioinformatics 2018 Jan; 34(1): 163-70. [Journal Impact Factor: 7.307]
Genomic analysis has become one of the major tools for disease outbreak investigations. This paper proposes 
a Quasispecies Evolution, Network-based Transmission Inference (QUENTIN) framework for conducting 
genomic analyses of outbreaks of highly mutable viruses associated with chronic infections, such as HIV and 
hepatitis C virus. The QUENTIN framework uses relevant properties of social networks to address previously 
identified shortcomings of existing computational frameworks for inference of transmission history from viral 
genomic data.

 ͠Tafesse T, Badacho AS, Kuma DM 
Timely introduction of complementary feeding among caregivers of children 6-12 months, Sodo Town, 
Ethiopia. Health Sci J 2018; 12(1): 543. [Journal Impact Factor: n/a]
The World Health Organization recommends introducing complementary feeding — providing liquids, solid 
or semisolid foods in addition to breast milk — starting from the age of six months. The study assessed the 
timely introduction of complementary feeding among caregivers of children ages 6-12 months. The authors 
found that the proportion of timely introduction of complementary feeding was low and suggest this can be 
increased by promoting the importance of antenatal care visits, hospital deliveries and health education.

 ͠Torrone EA, Morrison CS, Chen PL, Kwok C, Francis SC, Hayes RJ, Looker KJ, McCormack S, McGrath N, 
van de Wijgert JH, Watson-Jones D, Low N, Gottlieb SL, STIMA working group 
Prevalence of sexually transmitted infections and bacterial vaginosis among women in sub-Saharan Africa: 
An individual participant data meta-analysis of 18 HIV prevention studies. PLoS Med 2018 Feb; 15(2): 
e1002511. [Journal Impact Factor: 11.862]
Estimates of sexually transmitted infection (STI) prevalence are essential for efforts to prevent and control 
STIs. This study used a two-stage meta-analysis to estimate the prevalence of chlamydia, gonorrhea, 
trichomoniasis, syphilis, herpes simplex virus type 2 (HSV-2) and bacterial vaginosis (BV) among women in 
sub-Saharan Africa. These findings highlight important features of STI and BV epidemiology. The authors 
state this methodology can be used where routine STI surveillance is limited and offers a new approach to 
obtaining critical information on STI and BV prevalence in low- and middle-income countries.

 ͠Vermund SH, Hamilton EL, Griffith SB, Jennings L, Dyer TV, Mayer K, Wheeler D 
Recruitment of underrepresented minority researchers into HIV prevention research: The HIV Prevention 
Trials Network Scholars program. AIDS Res Hum Retroviruses 2018 Feb; 34(2): 171-7. [Journal Impact 
Factor: 2.095]
The HIV Prevention Trials Network’s (HPTN’s) Scholars Program encourages early-career, under-represented 
minority investigators to pursue and continue research in HIV prevention science. This paper describes the 
program and suggests that scientists from racial, ethnic and sexual minority communities can benefit from 
training and mentoring within research consortia, whereas the network research benefits from perspectives 
of underrepresented minority scientists. 

 ͠Vuong T, Ritter A, Shanahan M, Ali R, Nguyen N, Pham K, Vuong TT, Le GM 
Outcomes of compulsory detention compared to community-based voluntary methadone maintenance 
treatment in Vietnam. J Subst Abuse Treat 2018 Apr; 879-15. [Journal Impact Factor: 2.868]
This research finds conclusive evidence that methadone maintenance treatment (MMT) is more cost-
effective than center-based compulsory treatment (CCT) in reducing heroin use, blood-borne virus 
risk behaviors, drug-related illegal behaviors and monthly drug spending. The authors recommend that 
policymakers consider allocation of resources for MMT treatment a higher priority and scale down 
CCT models.
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