=" USAID

°°~ ll"// FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

e

For immediate release

Press Release

Survey findings calls for increased HIV and family planning-related interventions for

migrant couples

Kathmandu, 28, April 2013: The baseline survey on Family Planning
(FP) including Rapid Assessment of HIV, STI and FP among migrant
couples” in Nepal has shown limited knowledge and utilization of HIV and
family planning-related services among the male labor migrants (MLMSs)
and wives of male labor migrants (WoMLMs) in Bara, Kapilbastu,
Nawalparasi and Palpa districts and called upon relevant organizations and
government agencies for immediate scaling up, and strengthening
integrated HIV and family planning services targeting migrant households.
This was shared at a dissemination program which was attended by
representatives from the Government, civil societies, academicians,
researchers and media people.

Survey results for male labor migrants found that for 35% of male migrants,
India was the most preferred migration destination; Qatar stood second with
a quarter going there. As a bloc, the Gulf countries served destination of
migration to 46% of male labor migrants. It revealed that although most of
the migrants had heard of and knew about HIV and FP, migrants’ use of the
services including condoms was limited. Male labor migrants’ condom use
with wives was only 4%. Male labor migrants also lacked comprehensive
knowledge on HIV and AIDS. Their main source of information about HIV
was through Radio and TV (44%). The study also highlighted gaps in ongoing
development programs on HIV prevention and awareness reaching out to
migrants.

Similarly, survey results for wives of male labor migrants showed that
current use of family planning among migrant couples was 24% in the
surveyed districts. However, women who were living with their husbands at
the time of the survey had higher rate of about 43% as compared to 15%
among women whose husbands were living away. Two out of five women
had unmet need for family planning services, indicating higher unmet need
for family planning services among wives of male labor migrants. Similar
to the male labor migrant, comprehensive knowledge on HIV and AIDS is
low among wives of male labor migrant and only few women had availed
services from any HIV and AIDS programs.

The survey was part of the United States Agency for International
Development-funded Saath-Saath Project (SSP) and was conducted in
collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Population’s National Centre
for AIDS and STD Control and Family Health Division of Department of
Health Services. Survey’s field work was carried out by New ERA between
August-October 2012 in these four migrant focused districts for SSP. The
survey collected information from 690 male labor migrants and 1,028 wives

Survey Snapshots

Survey details
Funded by: USAID-funded Saath-Saath
Project
Pls: National Centre for AIDS and STD
Control , Family Health Division and
Saath Saath Project
Study district: Bara, Kapilbastu,
Nawalparasi, Palpa
Study population: 690 male labor
migrants and 1,028 wives of male labor
migrants

Findings:

Male Labor Migrants
Average age at first migration: 23 years
Most migrated destination: Gulf
countries (46%) and India (35%)
Worked as laborer in various sectors
abroad: 86%

e Premarital sex among unmarried: 56%
Comprehensive Knowledge on HIV and
AIDS: 58%

Knowledge on misconceptions on HIV
and AIDS: 17%

Consistent condom use with wives in
the past year (n=584):4%

STI symptoms in the past year: 4%
Ever had an HIV test: 63%

Wives of Male Labor Migrants
Illiterate : 53%
Current use of FP among whose
husbands live together:43%
Consistent condom use during last
home visit of spouse:3%
Unmet need for FP: 43%

o Comprehensive Knowledge on HIV and
AIDS:53%
Knowledge on misconceptions on HIV
and AIDS:13%
Ever had an HIV test:5%

of male labor migrants on key behaviors and knowledge related to FP, sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and HIV.
A size estimation of the target populations was conducted prior to the actual study.

For further information: Saath-Saath Project, +977-1-4437173 or fhinepal @fhi360.0rg
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